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freedom and for a better America in 
the face of this Nation’s greatest and, 
for many like me, still unresolved sin 
of slavery and racism, because she 
turned the tide of history for the bet-
ter, she is very, very worthy of this 
great honor. 

In a few years, maybe in a few 
months, we will all wonder why it took 
so long to put an American woman on 
our $20 bill. Well, it shouldn’t take so 
long. Members of this body, Mr. Speak-
er, have the ability to do something 
about it and speed this process along. 

Cosponsor the Put a Woman on the 
Twenty Act of 2015. It is H.R. 1910. Join 
me in calling on the Secretary of the 
Treasury to do this, whether it is Har-
riet Tubman or anyone else that a fair 
and open process arrives at. Let us 
stand as a Congress to put a great 
American woman on our money. 

f 

HOUSTON POLICE OFFICER— 
RICHARD MARTIN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, in 
the early morning hours of Monday, 
while most of the city was asleep, the 
diligent Houston Police Department re-
sponded to a robbery call at an Exxon 
service station. 

The lawmen approach the scene, and 
they see a suspect speed off in what 
turned out to be a stolen U-Haul truck. 
The police follow the truck, and the 
high-speed chase is on. 

The outlaw abandons the truck, 
carjacks a woman, pushes her out of 
the minivan, and continues his flight. 
The outlaw fires shots at the police and 
keeps fleeing in the darkness of the 
morning hours. 

Houston Police Officer Richard Mar-
tin, aware of the chase and ahead of it, 
jumps out of his patrol car and starts 
placing spike strips on the road to stop 
the approaching vehicle. The criminal 
sees Officer Martin and intentionally 
runs over him and kills him. Then the 
criminal continues on a 20-mile run 
from the law in the city of Houston. 

He is later cornered by the police in 
a standoff, and then he shoots himself 
and is taken to the hospital. As he lin-
gered in the hospital, the district at-
torney, Devon Anderson, prepared cap-
ital murder charges against him, but 
the killer died, thus avoiding the hang-
man. 

The outlaw had a long criminal his-
tory. 

Officer Richard Martin was a Hous-
ton police officer. He was 47 years of 
age. He had only been a peace officer 
for 4 years, and he worked at the 
Westside patrol division. 

Prior to being a police officer, he had 
been in private industry for 20 years. 
Officer Martin was also a veteran. He 
spent 4 years on Active Duty in the 
United States Air Force, then spent 8 
years as a reservist in the United 
States Air Force. 

Being a police officer was his ulti-
mate goal, so in his early forties, he be-

came a Houston police officer. In just 4 
short years, Officer Martin became a 
field officer. His captain said that he 
crammed 20 years of policing in the 4 
years that he served as a Houston po-
lice officer. This speaks volume about 
his character as a lawman. 

He was the father of two, a 22-year- 
old daughter and an 11-year-old son; 
and he loved being actively involved in 
his children’s lives, including his son’s 
baseball team. 

Mr. Speaker, just last week, our Na-
tion celebrated National Police Week, 
honoring the daily sacrifices of peace 
officers like Officer Martin. 

Just across the way here, on the west 
side of the Capitol, last Friday, the 
families of those who had lost peace of-
ficers were here, surrounded by thou-
sands and thousands of other police of-
ficers and the public to show their re-
spect for those who are killed in the 
line of duty; and how quickly we are 
reminded, again, of their sacrifices. 

Officer Martin’s life was callously 
and coldly robbed and stolen from us 
and his family, and the Houston com-
munity is now in mourning. 

Our first responders are a special 
breed, those like Officer Richard Mar-
tin. They work selflessly to maintain 
and restore order in communities and 
neighborhoods across America. While 
we sleep, those that wear the badge are 
vigilantly and always on patrol, pro-
tecting us from the evil ones. 

For these remarkable men and 
women, their safety is never guaran-
teed. While the badge and the uniform 
represents safety for citizens, it is a 
target for the unlawful. 

We do take comfort in the fact that 
as long as criminals walk and wander 
our streets looking to do mischief, re-
fusing to follow the law, peace officers 
will always be there on patrol, officers 
like Richard Martin. 

Officer Martin was one of those offi-
cers. He was one of Houston’s finest. 
Friday, the city of Houston will lay to 
rest Officer Richard Martin. Peace offi-
cers will wear the black cloth ribbon of 
sacrifice across their badges as they 
stand in silent mourning for one of 
their brothers in blue. 

The bagpipes will play ‘‘Amazing 
Grace,’’ and the flags will be lowered, 
as yet one more of our best is laid to 
rest for sacrificing his life for the rest 
of us. Peace officers wear the badge 
over their heart as a symbol of their 
willingness to put themselves between 
us and the lawless. 

Officer Martin was a noble citizen 
who represented everything that is 
good and right about our society. With 
heavy hearts, we send prayers and 
thoughts to his family and those of the 
thin blue line in the Houston Police 
Department. 

We thank Officer Martin for giving 
his life for our town. 

And that is just the way it is. 

THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. SCHIFF) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, on April 
24, the 100th anniversary of the Arme-
nian genocide, runners and cyclists set 
out from Los Angeles on the Race for 
Recognition. I had the great pleasure 
of riding the first 28 miles of their jour-
ney with them. On May 7, they com-
pleted their 3,000-mile ride across the 
United States. 

They undertook their ride to raise 
awareness of the Armenian genocide 
and genocides all around the world and 
to commemorate and remember the 
victims. It is my honor to read a por-
tion of the petition that they carried 
with them across the Nation and to 
enter the entirety into the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD. 

It provides: 
On this 100th anniversary of the Armenian 

genocide, LA2DC organizing committee 
members wish to recognize and honor the 
contributions of the following people and or-
ganization: 

The American people, for setting the 
standard in the world for philanthropy, so-
cial activism, human rights and prevention 
of crimes against humanity—in their first 
nationwide relief campaign from 1915 to 1930, 
Americans donated the equivalent of $2.7 bil-
lion to help save over 1 million Christian Ar-
menians, Greeks, Assyrians, and other mi-
norities during the first mass atrocity of the 
20th century, when these minorities were 
targeted for extermination and deportation 
by the Ottoman Empire; 

Ambassador Henry Morgenthau, who, as 
the United States Ambassador to the Otto-
man Empire, alerted the United States Gov-
ernment and the rest of the world to the ‘‘de-
struction of the Armenian race’’; 

The Near East Foundation, for providing 
relief to 1 million refugees and 132,000 orphan 
survivors of the atrocities perpetrated by the 
Ottoman Empire; 

The American Red Cross, for providing re-
lief to survivors of genocides and mass atroc-
ities for the past 100 years, starting with its 
first international assistance program in 1915 
that provided relief to survivors of the Arme-
nian genocide; 

The Museum of Tolerance, for educating 
and enlightening more than 250,000 visitors 
per year since 1993 and challenging them to 
understand the Holocaust and genocides in 
both historic and contemporary contexts; 

Raphael Lemkin, for inventing the term 
‘‘genocide’’ to describe atrocities that target 
groups for annihilation, and for working 
tirelessly to gain approval of the Convention 
on the Prevention and Punishment of the 
Crime of Genocide by the United Nations in 
1948; 

USC’s Shoah Foundation and its founder, 
Mr. Steven Spielberg, for collecting nearly 
52,000 eyewitness testimonies of the Holo-
caust, the Armenian genocide, and other 
genocide survivors; 

Facing History and Ourselves, for edu-
cating over 10,000 teachers and, through 
them, hundreds of thousands of students on 
the history of prejudice and racism and the 
role they play in the events that lead to 
genocide; 

The International Committee of the Red 
Cross and the United Nations’s Children’s 
Fund, for starting a vast relief operation in 
1979 for the people of Cambodia, threatened 
by famine and disease in the aftermath of 
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